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From Dr. Lisa DeFrank‑Cole, Faculty Supervisor of
MURR
Research is important not just because it helps our stu‑
dents pursue their passions and reach great heights,
but because research can change the world. West Vir‑
ginia University undergraduate researchers oﬀer new
studies in the sciences, close readings, and the distinc‑
tiveness of their respective experiences as students en‑
gaged in research. Who knows where these investiga‑
tions and investigators may lead us?
The importance of research has been underscored for
me in a unique way. As the director of the ASPIRE
Oﬃce, I help students prepare and apply for graduate
and professional school as well as prestigious scholar‑
ships; as you can imagine, undergraduate research is
an important asset for many of the students I advise.
As director of the Leadership Studies Program, I am
interested in helping build intercultural connections
and as part of that I will be conducting research in
the Kingdom of Bahrain and the Royal University for
Women this summer. It heartens me to see that WVU
is emphasizing research as something with life‑long
implications for all those who are curious about their
world and who believe they can change it.
Congratulations to all of our MURR contributors and
many thanks to the editorial staﬀ. This is truly a stu‑
dent‑run endeavor and I am proud to be a part of it.
Lisa DeFrank‑Cole, EdD
Director, ASPIRE
Director, Leadership Studies
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